Equine emergency shelters have an increased risk of infectious disease occurrences due to increased animal stress levels, excessive co-mingling, inconsistent worker base, and horses arriving from many and varied health management and stabling situations. Biosecurity policies should be in place ahead of time to prevent disease spread and outbreak situations and policies should be effectively conveyed to all shelter personnel. A veterinarian should be involved in the overall health management of an equine emergency shelter including working with public health officials regarding the overall animal and human safety issues associated with effectively managing an equine shelter. The veterinarian should work closely with the shelter manager and both need to be able to apply Incident Command System and National Incident Management Systems applications to maximize disease prevention. Mitigation tactics should include appropriate regular equine health maintenance including current vaccinations against tetanus, Equine Influenza I & II, Equine Herpes virus I & IV, and the encephalitides including Eastern, Western, and West Nile Viruses as part of horse owner emergency preparedness planning. Equine Infectious Anemia (EIA) is a federally regulated equine disease and during disaster situations it is unrealistic to assume that all horses will have a record of a current negative test. EIA testing should be considered a part of the plan for shelter animals depending on risk assessments. Appropriate personal hygiene, particularly hand hygiene, can assist in the prevention of disease transmission. Separate isolation areas are necessary for horses showing clinical signs of infectious disease including fever, nasal discharge, or diarrhea. Equine emergency shelter husbandry plans should include a plan for safe handling of feedstuffs, and water. An effective and implementable biosecurity plan for equine emergency sheltering is a key critical requirement for successful large animal emergency and disaster response outcome. Training for disaster responsiveness for veterinarians includes Incident Command System (ICS) and National Incident Management System (NIMS) comprehension, euthanasia, biosecurity, all-hazards emergency preparedness, business continuity training, responder training, and incident de-briefing, Public and emergency management officials at all levels agree that saving animal lives saves human lives. Despite the recognition of the importance of veterinarians and other animal caretakers in animal disaster response and incident de-briefing, there has been less than adequate targeting of these groups for training opportunities leaving many veterinarians and other animal care takers vulnerable and unsure of their role when presented with a call to action in the midst of a disaster scenario in their home communities. The Louisiana State University School of Veterinary Medicine (LSU-SVM) has taken advantage of its physical presence amidst a disaster prone region of the United States to form response teams made up of students, faculty, and staff for actual training events termed disaster response experiential learning. Through a solid partnership with the Louisiana State Animal Response Team (LSART) and other response groups, the LSU-SVM has developed a disaster response program that includes animal response planning, evacuation, sheltering, emergency triage, and technical rescue expertise. Five specific response activities that occurred between 2001 and 2010 where LSU-SVM partnered with local and regional emergency responders enabled veterinary students and veterinarians to provide the work force and engage in experiential learning in a "hand-over-hand" environment with certified emergency responders. The response activities and partnerships demonstrate a successful model for veterinary student and veterinarian training in disaster response, have provided robust training experiences for hundreds of veterinary students and veterinarians, and have resulted in the subsequent development of courses to address identified gaps in veterinary disaster response training.
